NEWGATE CALENDAR
to a rich baker in the Strand, telling him that his name was
Humphry Wickham, Esq., of------.
The baker knew the family of the Wickhams very well,
being their countryman, though he was not acquainted with
the gentleman who at present enjoyed the estate, as he had
not been in the country for a great many years. However
he made no scruple of entertaining our sham esquire. Nay,
he was so far from it that he caressed him, and .returned
him a thousand thanks for doing him so much honour as to
reside at his house. Morell told him that he had a private
affair in town, which would detain him for some time, and
that he came in such an obscure manner because he was not
willing to be known; his own family, all but his steward
and the man who waited on him, being ignorant of the
place of his residence. He added that when the business
was over he would inform him of the particulars, and take
him down to his country seat with him for a month or two.
Several days passed, and still our baker was satisfied,
never mentioning a word to any of his friends concerning
Mr Wickham, lest he should injure him in the business of
which he spoke.   A fellow in a livery came every morning,
cap in hand, to receive his worship's commands, and was
very diligent in dispatching everything he set him about.
After about a week  our   good-natured  host   heard   Mr
Wickham talk aloud to his man about the steward's neglect
in not sending up the linen and money which he had written
for.  Proud to make a merit of this carelessness of the ser-
vant, he took the first opportunity to tell his worship in a very
submissive manner what he had overheard, desiring him to
make use of what he had till his own box came, and com-
plaining that he did not honour him so far as to let him
know his necessity. Our pretended esquire protested he was
ashamed to abuse his generosity.  However, as he had under-
stood how things were, he would accept of his love.   Upon
this the baker in a minute fetches down half-a-dozen of his
best holland shirts, one of which Mr Wickham put on, and
prevailed on his worship further to accept of fifty guineas
till his money arrived.
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